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Document Overview

This document includes the mission and vision statements, motto, and guiding principles of the
A.P. Mahoney Library, which were established through the library’s 2023-2026 strategic
planning process.
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Library Mission
Why the library exists

To serve the mission of St. Peter’s Seminary, the A.P. Mahoney Library provides academic information
services for the Seminary’s programs of formation, discernment, and Catholic faith education. The
library is a responsible and responsive partner in its scholarly and faith communities.
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Library Vision

What the library wants to be

A quiet corner of the world, a communal place. A welcoming retreat, for reflection, research, and study.
A Catholic library dedicated to scholastic service, inviting all to stray from the beaten path and
encounter a rich tradition.

Library Motto

An expression of the library’s spirit

“Be transformed by the renewing of your minds” (Romans 12:2, NRSV)

Who We Are: Our Guiding Principles

The library’s character

1. The A.P. Mahoney Library is dedicated to professionalism in librarianship.

a. Thelibrary upholds the professional values of intellectual freedom, intellectual property
rights, user privacy and confidentiality, and equitable access to information.

b. Library staff maintain a commitment to improving their professional competencies and
subject matter knowledge, that they may always better serve the library’s users.

2. The library provides attentive service to its users and supports their scholarly pursuits.

3. To further the academic mission of St. Peter’s Seminary, the library maintains a collection of
information resources that is both broad and deep, abundant in the intellectual heritage of the
past and appropriate to address the unfolding debates of the present.

4. The library understands its responsibility to promote and teach information literacy
competencies.

5. The library provides a welcoming, aesthetically pleasing environment and an orderly space for
study and research.

6. The library plays an essential role in the teaching, learning, and scholarly process; in this sense, it
is essential to faculty members and to students.

7. The library is engaged in mutually beneficial relationships with the Cardinal Carter Library at
King’s University College, the Beryl Ivey Library at Brescia University College, the Huron Library
at Huron University College, and Western Libraries; these relationships entail both the benefits
and responsibilities of collaborative and cost-sharing services.

8. The library welcomes all.
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