St. Peter’s Seminary
Pastoral Theology: Catechetics — S574A

Fall 2026
Fridays: 9:30-11:30 A.M.
Room 146

Instructor: Dr. Julian Paparella, STL, Ph.D.
Email: jpapare@uwo.ca | Phone: +33 768 93 60 88 | Office: 304
Office Hours: Wednesdays 2-4pm, or upon request.

A. Course description:

This course examines the theory and practice of catechesis, as a path of formation and as part of the
Church’s mission of evangelization. Various stages, models, and pedagogies of catechesis are
explored, with an emphasis on the integral formation of missionary disciples in a synodal Church
amidst contemporary challenges and opportunities. Students will be guided in designing and
implementing catechetical pathways that respond to the needs of diverse pastoral settings and in
developing approaches to catechesis that are adapted to the realities of the Church and the world
today.

B. Goals
This course will help students develop the following knowledge, skills, and perspectives:

1. Understanding the Role of Catechesis: Grasp the nature of catechesis within the Church’s
mission of evangelization as an ongoing, mutual journey of the People of God.

2. Embracing the Pedagogy of Faith: Recognize the key elements of effective faith
pedagogy, emphasizing the need for pastoral conversion towards a culture of welcome and
accompaniment in a context of secularity and pluralism.

3. Engaging with Contemporary Culture: Understand the evolution of faith perspectives as
outlined in the current Directory for Catechesis, resonating with contemporary concerns,
questions, and realities.

4. Applying Methodological Discernment: Discern and apply elements of divine, relational,
dialogical, synodal pedagogies appropriate for children, youth, and adults.

5. Adapting to Diverse Circumstances: Critically analyze various contexts and adapt
catechetical pathways to meet people where they are at and journey forward together.

6. Appreciating the Diversity of Ministries and Charisms: Acknowledge and respect
the diversity of vocations, ministries, and charisms in the Church, including the various
roles and responsibilities involved in catechesis and evangelization.

C. Required Texts:
o Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization, Directory for Catechesis,
Ottawa, ON: Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2020.
o Pope Francis, Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium on the Proclamation of the Gospel
in Today’s World (24 November 2013).
o Pope Francis, Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit (25 March 2019).
o Other readings will be provided by the instructor.
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D. Course Requirements

L. Participation (15%): It is expected that students attend each class and participate in a way that
is active, informed, and respectful.

I1. Discussion starters (20%): For the start of each of the classes listed below, each student is to
prepare a “discussion starter” question. The question may be based on any part of the assigned
readings (required and/or recommended). It should be a question that the student believes will
provoke meaningful discussion within the context of the class. Along with the question, students
must indicate the text they are referring to and provide an explanation (no more than a paragraph)
outlining the background or rationale behind their question. The write-up of the question and its
explanation must be submitted to the instructor by the end of each respective class (worth 5%
each).

e Discussion starter classes: September 25th, October 23rd, October 30th, November 6™.

I11. Practical Project (65% total):
Marking criteria: Knowledge of Material and Use of Sources 30%; Pastoral Reflection and
Adaptation to Context 30%; Creativity and Imagination 20%; Format and Presentation 20%.

a) Proposal Paper (20%): Students are required to prepare and submit a 2—3-page proposal
paper based either on a cycle chosen from the Criteria for Catechesis (available at
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Criteria_for Catechesis.pdf) or on a case study
from a list of potential situations within various Catholic faith environments. This list will be
provided by the instructor by the end of September; however, students may also propose their
own catechetical scenario for approval by the instructor. To ensure diversity in the eventual
presentations, all students must confirm their chosen cycle and scenario with the instructor.
Approval will be granted on a first-come, first-served basis. The proposal paper, in preparation
for the presentations scheduled to take place during the last classes of the semester, is to:
(a) describe the catechetical scenario chosen by the student (as approved by the instructor);
(b) outline the topic which you would like the participants to engage with and its relevance given
the context; and (c¢) summarize your proposed process and the hoped-for outcomes for those who
take part.

o Proposals are due November 6™,

b) Presentation (25%) — Building upon the themes presented during the course, and
demonstrating an understanding of the skills and pedagogies highlighted over the course of the
semester, each student will prepare a session of the catechetical pathway they have envisaged in
light of the chosen scenario. Ensuring that the material is age-appropriate and adapted to the
pastoral context, students are to present/facilitate the session for their classmates, lasting 15-20
minutes and followed by 10 minutes for constructive feedback and questions. Students are
encouraged to be creative.

o Presentations are planned for November 27" and December 4™,

¢) Final submission (20%) — Based on the proposal paper and the presentation outlined above,
students submit a final plan for catechesis in the chosen scenario of minimum 4-5 pages in length,
integrating the feedback received in the context of the course. The plan should be well-designed,
grounded in a solid catechetical pedagogy, and employ appropriate strategies and methods for
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fruitful faith formation in the chosen context. It should include the following elements:

1. Identify a need for formation.

2. Describe the group you intend to work with.

3. Explain the rationale of your pedagogy and pastoral approach.

4. Outline the logistical parameters of this catechetical/formation pathway (number of
sessions, time allotted to each, etc.) in accordance with the pedagogy.

5. Detail and justify the chosen course of action and the resources to be employed (readings,
learning materials, activities, prayers, etc.).

6. Explain the hoped-for impact of the experience on the chosen group and how it will be
followed up in broader pastoral planning.

The instructor will look for the following characteristics in your written submission:

(a) an in-depth knowledge of the Directory for Catechesis and other key sources presented in this
course; (b) understanding of the context and scope of your ministry; (c) pastoral creativity and
adaptability; (d) communication skills, (e) a well-constructed and organized paper.

E. Structure of Classes
**% Almost all required readings are from the Directory of Catechesis (2020) or other Vatican
documents that are readily accessible online, such as Evangelii Gaudium, Christus Vivit, and

Antiquum Ministerium. Recommended readings will all be shared via the online platform. ***

PART ONE: CATECHESIS IN THE CHURCH’S MISSION OF EVANGELIZATION

Week 1: Friday, September 11, 2026 (No required reading)

What is catechetics? What is catechesis?

Recommended reading:

Directory for Catechesis (2020), Preface and Introduction.

Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization, Press Conference to Present the
Directory of Catechesis (25 June 2020), https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/
bollettino/pubblico/2020/06/25/200625¢.html.

Avery Dulles, “Models of Catechesis,” in Evangelization for the Third Millennium (New Y ork,
Paulist Press, 2009).

Week 2: Friday, September 18, 2026

What is the object of catechesis? Sharing the heart of the kerygma

Required reading:

Directory of Catechesis, Ch.1. Revelation and its transmission (pp. 19-41).

Pope Francis, Christus Vivit, Ch. 4. A great message for all young people (nos. 111-133).

Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, Ch. 3. Kerygmatic and Mystagogical Catechesis (nos. 163-168).

Recommended reading:
Second Vatican Council, Dei Verbum.: Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation
(18 November 1965), Ch. 1. Revelation itself (nos. 2-6).
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John Paul II, Encyclical Letter Redemptoris Missio (7 December 1990), nos. 12-20.
Ormond Rush, The Eyes of Faith: The Sense of the Faithful and the Church’s Reception of
Revelation (Washington, DC: The Catholic University of America Press, 2009),
Ch. 1. The Holy Spirit and Revelation (pp. 15-36) and/or Ch. 8. Sensus Fidei and the
Individual Believer (pp. 215-240).

Week 3: Friday, September 25, 2026

What pedagogy of the faith? Divine, relational, dialogical, synodal

Required reading:
Pope Francis, Christus Vivit, nos. 203-208.
Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, Ch. 1. II. From the heart of the Gospel (nos. 34-39).
Directory of Catechesis, Ch. 2. The Identity of Catechesis (pp. 41-69) and/or
Ch. 5. The Pedagogy of the Faith (pp. 103-116).

Recommended reading:

Sherry A. Weddell, Forming Intentional Disciples (Huntington, IN: Our Sunday Visitor,
2012), Ch. 4. Grace and the Great Quest (pp. 97-123).

Ormond Rush, “Dei Verbum and the Roots of Synodality,” in Theological Studies 84/4 (2023),
pp. 570-591.

Week 4: Friday, October 2, 2026

Who are the subjects of catechesis? The Church evangelizes and is evangelized

Required reading:

Directory of Catechesis, Ch. 3. The Catechist (pp. 72-83).

Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, Ch. 5. Spirit-Filled Evangelizers (nos. 259-288).
Pope Francis, Apostolic Letter Antiquum Ministerium (10 May 2021), nos. 1-11.

John Paul I, Encyclical Letter Redemptoris Missio (7 December 1990), nos. 21-30.

Recommended reading:

Sherry A. Weddell, Forming Intentional Disciples (Huntington, Indiana: Our Sunday Visitor,
2012), Ch. 3. The Fruit of Discipleship (pp. 71-96).

Jane E. Regan, Toward an Adult Church: A Vision of Faith Formation (Chicago: Loyola Press,
2002), Ch. 6. Forming Catechists for an Adult Church (pp. 170-192).

PART TWO: CATECHESIS AS A LIFE-LONG JOURNEY OF FORMATION

Week 5: Friday, October 9, 2026

Models and Methodology of Catechesis

Required reading:

Directory for Catechesis, Ch. 7. Methodology in Catechesis (pp. 123-134).

Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life, Catechumenal Pathways for Married Life (2022),
pp. 17-34.



Recommended reading:

USCCB, National Directory for Catechesis (2005), Ch. 4. Divine and Human Methodology
(pp- 89-107).

Sherry A. Weddell, Forming Intentional Disciples (Huntington, Indiana: Our Sunday Visitor,
2012), Ch. 12. Expect Conversion (pp. 237-255).

Jane E. Regan, Forming a Community of Faith: A Guide to Success in Adult Faith Formation
Today (New London, CT: Twenty-Third Publications, 2014), Ch. 4. Adults Engaged in
Conversations that Matter (pp. 63-82).

Father Chas Canoy, “‘Fireside Chats’ and the Formation of the Laity: Bringing the Parish
Together,” in Sherry A. Weddell (ed.), Becoming a Parish of Intentional Disciples
(Huntington, IN: Our Sunday Visitor, 2015), pp. 99-116.

Bernard Lonergan, Method in Theology (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1994), Introduction
and Ch. 1 (pp. xi-25).

Kira Calhoun-Wilson & Kendall Hays, “A New Dawn: How Young Adults are Awakening the
Church,” in Firebrand (28 May 2024), https://firebrandmag.com/articles/a-new-dawn-how-
young-adults-are-awakening-the-church.

Week 6: Friday, October 16, 2026 — Reading Week

Week 7: Friday, October 23, 2026

Challenges and Frontiers of Catechesis and Faith Formation

Required reading:

Pope Francis & XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, Final Document. For a
Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, Mission, Part V —“So I Send You”: Forming
a People for Missionary Discipleship (nos. 140-151).

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, “Challenges and Opportunities for the New
Evangelisation: A Case Study of Catholic Primary School Parents in England and Wales”
(5 November 2014), 7.4 Implications: The Catholic Primary School and the New
Evangelisation (pp. 69-72), http://familyofsites.bishopsconference.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/8/2019/07/research-paper-cath-parents-new-evang-051114.pdf.

Recommended reading:

USCCB, National Directory for Catechesis (2005), Ch. 6. Catechesis for Life in Christ
(pp- 157-184).

Theresa Civantos Barber, “2026 convert boom: Where around the world? And why?,” in Aleteia (4
March 2026), https://aleteia.org/2026/04/03/2026-convert-boom-where-around-the-world-
and-why/.

Caroline de Sury, “Archdiocese of Paris convenes council in response to historic rise in
catechumens,” in OSV News (23 January 2026), https://www.osvnews.com/archdiocese-of-
paris-convenes-council-in-response-to-historic-rise-in-catechumens/.
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Week 8: Friday, October 30, 2026

Organizing, Coordinating, and Adapting Catechesis and Faith Formation

Required reading:
Directory for Catechesis, Ch. 8. Catechesis in the Lives of Persons (pp. 137-172) and/or
Ch. 12. The Organisms at the Service of Catechesis (pp. 241-252)

Recommended reading:

USCCB, National Directory for Catechesis (2005), Ch. 9. Organizing Catechetical Ministry
(pp. 245-277).

CCCB, Criteria for Catechesis: Infancy to Age 18 (2015), https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2017/11/Criteria_for Catechesis.pdf.

Week 9: Friday, November 6, 2026

Forming the People of God: A Journey of Ongoing Formation

Required reading:
Directory for Catechesis, Ch. 4. The Formation of Catechists (pp. 85-99) and
Ch. 9. The Christian Community as Participant in Catechesis (pp. 173-191).

Recommended reading:

Peter Makina, “Using the Pastoral Spiral (See, Judge and Act Process) in SCCs in Africa,” in
Small Christian Communities (2013), pp. 1-9, https://smallchristiancommunities.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/05/judge.pdf.

PART THREE: INCULTURATING AND ADAPTING CATECHESIS IN LOCAL
CONTEXTS

Week 10: Friday, November 13, 2026

Acting Today and Looking to Tomorrow:
Contemporary Contexts and Unfolding Horizons for Catechesis

Required reading:
Directory for Catechesis, Ch. 10. Catechesis in the Face of Contemporary Cultural Scenarios
(pp. 192-232).

Recommended reading:

Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, Ch. 6. Dialogue and friendship in society (nos. 198-224).

Stephen Bevans, “Contextual Theology as a Theological Imperative,” in Models of Contextual
Theology (New York, Orbis: 2002), pp. 3-15.

Robert Schreiter, “Globalization and the Contexts of Theology,” in The New Catholicity:
Theology between the Global and the Local (New York, Orbis: 2004), pp. 1-27.

Robert Schreiter, “What is Local Theology?,” in Constructing Local Theologies (New York,
Orbis: 1985), pp. 1-21.

Dermot Lane, “Theology in a Radically New Context,” in Stepping Stones to Other Religion. A
Christian Theology of Inter-Religious Dialogue (New York, Orbis, 2011), pp. 24-61.
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Week 11: Friday, November 20, 2026

Catechesis, Inculturation, Ecclesial Conversion, and Reconciliation

Required reading:

Directory for Catechesis, Ch. 11. Catechesis at the Service of the Inculturation of the Faith (pp.
233-240).

Pope Francis, Address at the Meeting with Indigenous Peoples Members of the Parish Community
of Sacred Heart (25 July 2022), https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/
2022/july/documents/20220725-incontroedmonton-canada.html.

Julian Paparella, “Doing Theology by Listening to Marginalized Voices? Methodological
Elements from Encountering Indigenous Families in a Community in Northern Canada,”
in Journal of Moral Theology 13/S12 (2024), pp. 83-107.

Recommended reading:

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, “The History,” in A Knock on the Door: The
Essential History of Residential Schools (Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press, 2016),
pp. 3-46.

Michel Andraos, “Doing Theology after the TRC,” in Toronto Journal of Theology 32/2 (2017),
pp- 295-301.

Julian Paparella, “Lessons from Listening to Indigenous Families in Northern Canada: Unsettling
Settler Colonialism and Making Theology Hospitable,” International Academy of Practical
Theology (June 2025), pp. 1-10.

Week 12: Friday, November 27, 2026
Presentations — No required readings

Week 13: Friday, December 4, 2026
Presentations — No required readings
*** The Final Submission for the Practical Project is due on this day. ***

F. University Regulations and Support Services

Students are responsible for knowing the University’s academic policies and regulations and any
particularities of their own course of study. Ignorance of these policies is not an excuse for any
violation thereof. The following policies are particularly important to note.

1. Academic Accommodation

Accessibility Services works to ensure that academic programs are accessible to all students and
supports students who may have a condition related to, but not limited to, vision, hearing, mobility,
different ways of learning, mental health, chronic illnesses, chronic pain, autism spectrum disorder,
ADD/ADHD, and temporary conditions (beyond short-term academic consideration). Accessibility
Services provides recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or
psychological and cognitive assessment. The accommodation policy can be found here: Academic
Accommodation for Students with Disabilities (https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_
policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf). Information on Accessibility
Services at King’s can be found here (https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-
affairs/accessibility-services/). St. Peter’s students who need accommodations must use these
services rather than making individual accommodations with instructors.
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2. Academic Consideration for Student Absence

Students are expected to attend every class. In the event of a good reason for not attending (such as
illness) you are required to contact the instructor of any class you miss and inform him or her of the
reason. It is not the responsibility of your instructors to find you and inquire about the reason for
your absence. Failure to do so will result in a meeting with the Dean of Studies. Longer absences,
such as for medical reasons, should be reported to the Dean of Studies.

You are expected to hand assignments in on time. Should circumstances require you to request an
extension on an assignment, you should approach the instructor before the due date and make the
request. If the instructor agrees, you must fill out an extension form and submit it to the Dean of
Studies. The Dean will make forms available to all instructors.

In order to satisfy course requirements a student must have a suitable attendance record and perform
acceptable course work in assignments and examinations. Furthermore, a professor may penalize or
fail a student for not meeting due dates for assignments. Failure to meet reasonable attendance
requirements or to complete term assignments will result in a failure. The course must then be
repeated.

It is the responsibility of the student to organize his or her work so that the assignments are
completed on time. A penalty of 10% of the value of the assignment will be deducted for each day
it is overdue without permission.

Students who are unable to hand in assignments or take examinations for legitimate reasons must
consult with the instructor. If the reason is medical, students may be required to provide a note from
a doctor. Ordinarily, all assignments and exams will be made up at a later date. In certain
circumstances, the final grading scheme may be re-weighted if the missed assignment is of a low
weight. There are no supplemental examination privileges or extension dates beyond the last day of
classes except in extreme circumstances.

2. Support Services

Accessibility, Counselling and Student Development at King’s University College:
https://kings.uwo.ca/campus-life/student-supports/

Students experiencing emotional or mental health distress can access services at King’s University
College: https://kings.uwo.ca/campus-life/student-supports/

Good2talk is a good online and phone 24/7 resource for students and is available in English,
Mandarin, and French: https://good2talk.ca, 1-866-925-5454

MentalHealth@Western provides a complete list of options about how to obtain help:
https://www.uwo.ca/health/mental-health/index.html

Academic Support Services at King’s University College:
https://kings.uwo.ca/academics/academic-supports/
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These services are not meant to replace those offered at the Seminary but may be beneficial to our
students after consultation with the appropriate instructors, administrators, and formators.

3. Statement on Gender-Based Sexual Violence

King’s (Western) is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based sexual violence (GBSV) and
providing compassionate support to anyone who is going through or has gone through these
traumatic events. If you are experiencing or have experienced GBSV (either recently or in the past),
you will find information about support services for survivors, including emergency contacts at the
following website: https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-affairs/mental-health-and-
wellness-at-king-s/

You can reach supports at Kings by emailing Care(@kings.uwo.ca or calling 1-519-930-4640 to
reach a Social Worker who can offer help.

You can reach someone supports at Kings by emailing Care@kings.uwo.ca or calling 1-519-930-
4640 to reach a Case Manager/Social Worker who can offer help.

You can also reach Western’s Gender-Based Violence & Survivor Support Case Manager by email
(health@uwo.ca) or by calling 1-519-661-3568. Additional support services can be found
https://www.uwo.ca/health/gbsv/support/index.html

4. Statement on Use of Electronic Devices

Use of Electronic Devices: Unless explicitly stated otherwise, you are not allowed to have a cell
phone, or any other electronic device, with you during tests or examinations. Unauthorized
possession of such a device during a test or examination constitutes an academic offence.

Use of Laptops, Tablets, and Smartphones in the Classroom: St. Peter’s Seminary and King’s
University College at Western University acknowledges the integration of new technologies and
learning methods into the curriculum. The use of electronic devices such as laptop computers,
tablets, or smartphones can contribute to student engagement and effective learning. At the same
time, King’s recognizes that instructors and students share jointly the responsibility to establish and
maintain a respectful classroom environment conducive to learning.

The use of electronic devices by students during lectures, seminars, labs, etc., shall be for matters
related to the course at hand only. Students found to be using electronic devices for purposes not
directly related to the class may be subject to sanctions under the Student Code of Conduct; see
https://kings.uwo.ca/sites/2025/assets/files/campus/Kings Code of Student Conduct.pdf

Inappropriate use of electronics (e.g., laptops, tablets, smartphones) during lectures, seminars, labs,
etc., creates a significant disruption. As a consequence, instructors may choose to limit the use of
electronic devices in these settings. In addition, in order to provide a safe classroom environment,
students attending in-person class sessions are strongly advised to operate laptops with batteries
rather than power cords.
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5. Statement on Academic Offences

St. Peter’s is committed to academic integrity. Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students
are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a
Scholastic Offence, is posted at
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_offences.pdf .

It is expected that students will submit work that is truly their own, completed without external
assistance (human or artificial) except as explicitly permitted by the course instructor. Check with
you instructor on what tools, including generative Al (ChatGPT, translation tools, grammar-
checking tools) are permitted in the course. Because a tool is permitted in one course, that does not
mean it is permitted in other courses.

Within this course, generative Al tools such as ChatGPT are permitted exclusively for: information-
gathering, translation, and preliminary research purposes. If Al tools are used, students must
acknowledge use and state how the tool was used. Unauthorized use of Al will be subject to
academic discipline.

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database
for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the
service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario
and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).

Scholarly Citation: According to the policy adopted by the faculty of St. Peter’s Seminary, all
citations, references and bibliographies in written assignments are to follow the formatting
prescribed in the Chicago Manual of Style. Footnotes are to be used, rather than author-date
references in the body of the text. Please review and consult the summary provided by Kenrick-
Glennon Seminary at https://www.kenrick.edu/wp-content/uploads/Guide-to-Academic-Papers-
and-Citations.pdf for further information.

6. Copyright of Course Material

Lectures and course materials, including PowerPoint presentations, tests, outlines, and similar
materials are protected by copyright. Faculty members are the exclusive owner of copyright in those
materials they create. Students may take notes and make copies for their own use. Students may not
allow others to reproduce or distribute lecture notes and course materials publicly (whether or not a
fee is charged) without the express written consent of a faculty member. Unauthorized sharing of
class content is subject to academic discipline.

Similarly, students own copyright in their own original papers and exam essays. If a faculty member
wishes to post a student’s answers or papers on the course website, they should ask for the student’s
written permission.
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7. Use of Recordings
Participants in this course are not permitted to record the sessions, except where recording is an

approved accommodation and/or the participant has the prior written permission of the instructor.
Unauthorized recording and/or sharing of class content is subject to academic discipline.
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