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ST. PETER’S SEMINARY / KING’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
at The University of Western Ontario Fall 2026 

 
Biblical Studies 5401A Prophets and Deuteronomic History 

Wednesdays, 9:30-12:30 (Classroom 144) 
 
Instructor: Andrea K. Di Giovanni, adigiov2@uwo.ca 
Office hours: Wednesdays, 2pm-3pm (or by appointment) 

 
A. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

What makes a prophet a prophet? This course explores prophets and prophecy in the Hebrew 
Bible. We will investigate the role of prophecy in the Ancient Mediterranean and Mesopotamian 
worlds and the emergence of the “writing” prophets in Ancient Israel. This exploration will take 
place against a historical backdrop, journeying from the “Former Prophets” to the “Latter 
Prophets” (roughly the pre-monarchic, monarchic, and exilic and post-exilic periods). That is, we 
will explore the prophets of the Hebrew Bible chronologically, rather than in canonical order. 
The overarching storyline of this course is that the prophets were real people who lived during 
specific historical eras and who responded to the social and cultural concerns of their day. Along 
the way we will encounter some of the major issues arising from prophetic material, including: 
monotheism, orthopraxis, social justice, covenant, politics, exile, representations of gender and 
sexuality, mental health and trauma, war and violence, and ultimately, hope. 
 
First Class Meeting: September 9, 2026 
Last Class Meeting: December 9, 2026 
 

B. GOALS 
This course will assist students to grow in the following knowledge, skills and attitudes: 
 
Knowledge: 

- A deeper understanding of Biblical history; 
- To realize the essential connection between the “Former and Latter Prophets” with the Torah 

(synchronic approach); 
- A deeper understanding of forming process of the prophetic literature, that includes a growth 

from oracles towards written passages and prophetic books (diachronic approach); 
- Familiarity with the outline and book structure of individual prophetic books; 
- Familiarity with the main themes in the prophets with a special awareness for social justice in 

connection with religious practices; 
- Familiarity with how Jesus both continues and expands the traditions of the prophets. 
- Awareness of where, in the Catholic Sunday Lectionary, prophetic texts are found. 

 
Skills: 

- The ability to use important resources and tools available for the study of the Prophets;  
- To enable students to approach a prophetic text, positioning it in a certain historical context, in 

order to determine the meaning of the original author; 
- The ability to delimit a prophetic passage on the basis of formal markers, and to recognize different 
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literary types of texts: a Narrative, an Oracle, a Messenger speech, a Woe Utterance; a Trial 
speech; a Dispute; a Lament; different types of Hymns; 

- To enable the students to integrate the results of exegetical studies with one’s own spiritual life, 
developing in them the ability to preach on the basis of Old Testament prophetic texts. 

- To reflect upon who, in our contemporary world, are the prophetic voices, the people continuing 
the tradition of prophetic ministry.
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Attitudes: 
- To engender in the students a familiarity with the prophetic literature; 
- To foster an appreciation for prophetic literature as the Word of God; 
- To cherish the prophetic texts as sources for personal prayer, spiritual life and pastoral activity. 

 
C. ASSESSMENT 

The final mark will be determined based on the following: 
1. Attendance and Participation, 10%: Students are expected to attend every class (see below on 

Attendance and Academic Considerations), to arrive on time, and to come to class prepared to 
engage with the topic and assigned readings for that day. Active and engaged participation means 
being ready to share one’s ideas, to listen respectively to others’ ideas, and to encounter new 
ideas with open-mindedness and consideration. Note that simply being physically present in class 
does not constitute “active and engaged” participation. 
 
For all classes, please bring a physical bible, a notebook, and a pen or pencil (in addition to a 
laptop if desired). Phones must be put away during class – you are welcome to check messages, 
etc. during breaks.  
 
Written Assignments: 
N.B. Within this course, use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools (such as ChatGPT, 
Claude, Gemini, co-pilot, translation tools, and grammar-checking tools) is not permitted for 
written work submitted for evaluation. Unauthorized use of AI will be subject to academic 
discipline.  
 

1. Prophetic Profile (25%): DUE: Friday, Oct. 9, 2026, 11:59pm uploaded to 
OWL/Brightspace. 
In this assignment you will prepare a short biography on any Old Testament prophet (chosen 
from either prophets depicted in narratives, or the “writing” prophets who have books named 
after them). Construct your Prophetic Profile based on what you can discover in the biblical 
narratives, the prophet’s own speeches, preachings, or writings, and from scholarly secondary 
resources found through the university’s library system. The goal of the assignment is to become 
familiar with a prophet within his historical context and with how scholars integrate and assess 
historical information. Fuller instructions and tips will be provided on the assignment page in 
OWL/Brightspace 
 
You can complete this assignment in one of two ways (described below). Please note that both 
options require responsible research and use of sources, and both require a complete 
bibliography. Please adhere to the formatting conventions found in the SBL Handbook of Style.  
 

a. Option 1. A short essay (1000-1200 words) describing the prophet’s historical context (e.g. 
location, years of activity, other significant historical figures active at the same time, etc.). What 
do people need to know about his background, years of activity, or people he interacted with? 
What are his main messages? Think of this like an encyclopedia-style entry for your chosen 
prophet. Successful papers will provide evidence from the prophet’s own writings and support 
these findings with reference to scholarly books and essays. A full bibliography is required. 

https://ocul-uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01OCUL_UWO/r0c2m8/alma991044597865305163
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b. Option 2. A Guided PowerPoint (or similar presentation format), using voice-over or voice-

threading technology. Think of this as if you were preparing an online module for your prophet. 
What do people need to know about his background, years of activity, or people he interacted 
with? What are his main messages? Your presentation should be 5-6 slides long and take about 
10 minutes. Your submission will include your slide presentation and your script (voice-over). It 
is acceptable if your script is in point form, though your voice-over should be smooth (like a 
documentary). A full bibliography is required. 
 

2. Conversations between Prophets (35%): DUE Friday, November 5, 2026, 11:59pm 
uploaded to Brightspace. ~2000-2500 words. 
In this assignment you will select two prophets to compare and contrast how they address a single 
theme. Your two prophets can be non-writing or writing (or one of each). Note: your selected 
prophets must not overlap with the prophet you researched for Assignment #1.  
 
For example, you could compare Elijah and Hosea on the question of Ba’al worship. Or Jeremiah 
and Haggai regarding the holiness of the Temple. Or how Isaiah and Ezekiel incorporate wedding 
imagery into their prophecies. Examples abound! The goal of this assignment is to become 
familiar with how a single theological theme or issue endures as a topic for prophetic voices. 
More detailed instructions will be provided on OWL/Brightspace. Footnotes and a complete 
Bibliography are required. 
 

3. Jesus and the Prophets (30%): DUE Friday, December 11, 2026, 11:59pm uploaded to 
OWL/Brightspace. ~2000 words + Brief in-class presentation on the last day of classes. 
In this assignment you are invited to consider how Jesus continues and expands the ministry of 
the prophets in the NT. Drawing from the portrait of Jesus in a single gospel of your choice, 
demonstrate how Jesus’ teaching and ministry is grounded in the prophetic traditions. In order to 
ensure depth of discussion, identify no more than two OT prophets that you think contribute to 
the fabric of Jesus’ ministry (one prophet is, in fact, just fine).  
 
For example, you could examine the way Amos’ social justice teachings are given new breath in 
Jesus’ ministry. Or how Luke incorporates traditions of Elijah and Elisha (and ask why this might 
be the case!). Or how Jesus’ self-understanding as the “Son of Man” reflects both Ezekiel’s and 
Daniel’s experiences. 
 
NB. In the interests of broadening your insights, Moses is not one of the prophets you can 
choose.   
 
The goal of this assignment is to unpack how Jesus’ ministry both dialogues with and develops 
prophetic traditions. 
 
For all assignments I am always happy to meet with you to offer my assistance. Please ask for 
help early and often! 
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D. READINGS OR TEXTBOOKS 
Required: 

• Thomas L. Leclerc, Introduction to the Prophets: Their Stories, Sayings, and Scrolls, 2nd ed, 
(New York/Mahwah: Paulist Press, 2017). 

• A reliable study bible with scholarly annotations (notes). Recommended versions are the New 
Oxford Annotated Bible (NRSV) or the HarperCollins Study Bible.  

• Additional readings will be provided through OW
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E. SCHEDULE and STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE 

This schedule is tentative and may be adjusted prior to the start of the semester. The most 
updated version of the syllabus and reading schedule will always be on OWL/Brightspace. 
  
Date Topic and Readings  
Sept. 9, 2026 Week 1: Introduction: What is Prophecy? 

Reading: The first lecture will be based on Leclerc Chapters 1 and 2. You 
are encouraged to read them prior to Sept 9, if possible.  
 
Biblical: Deut 18:9-22; 1 Sam 9:1-10; 1 Kings 22 
 

Sept 16, 2026 Week 2: Prophets in the Pentateuch; Moses the Man, the Myth, the 
Mystery 
Reading: Leclerc Chapter 3 
 
Biblical:  
Abraham: Genesis 20:1-18;  
Moses: Exodus 3; 32; Deut 12:32-13:4; Deut 31:1-30 
Miriam: Exodus 15:20-21; Numbers 12:1-16 
 

Sept. 23, 2026 Week 3: Prophets in the Deuteronomistic History 
Reading: Leclerc Chapter 4 
 
Biblical:  
Samuel: 1 Samuel 1:1-4:1; 13:1-15; 15:10-31; 16:1-23 
Ahijah: 1 Kings 11:26-40;  
The Man of God: 1 Kings 12:25-14:17 
Elijah: 1 Kings 17-19 
Elisha: 2 Kings 2; 2 Kings 4 
 

Sept. 30, 2026 Truth and Reconciliation Day, no instructional time 
 
Please read Leclerc, Chapter 5 to prepare for next week. 
 

Oct. 7, 2026 Week 4: The Writing Prophets:  
Social Justice and Orthopraxis: Amos & Hosea 
Reading: Leclerc, Chapters 6 and 7 
 
Biblical: Amos and Hosea! 
 

Oct. 14, 2026 Reading Week, no class 
 

Oct. 21, 2026 Week 6: Swords into Ploughshares: Isaiah of Jerusalem and Micah of 
Moresheth 
Reading: Leclerc Chapters 8 and 9 
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Biblical:  
Isaiah 1-12; 28-33; 36-39 
Micah 1-7 
 

Oct. 28, 2026 Week 7: Prepare for Trouble: Zephaniah, Nahum, and Habbakuk 
Reading: Leclerc Chapter 10 
 
Biblical: Follow the passages Leclerc discusses. 
 

Nov. 4, 2026 Week 8: Prophecy, Grief, and Hope: Jeremiah and Lamentations 
Reading: Leclerc Chapter 11 
 
Biblical: Jeremiah 1-3; 7; 16; 29-31; Lamentations 1-4 
 

Nov. 11, 2026 Week 9: Exile and Awe: Ezekiel 
Reading: Leclerc Chapter 12 
 
Biblical: Ezekiel 1-11; 45-48 
 

Nov. 18, 2026 Week 10: Consolation and Return: Second Isaiah 
Energy and Restoration: Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 
 
Reading: Leclerc Chapters 13 and 14 
 
Biblical: Isaiah 40-55: Haggai; Zechariah 1-14; Malachi 1-4 
 

Nov. 25, 2026 Week 11: After the Exile: Theodicy and Identity: Third Isaiah, Joel, 
Jonah  
Reading: Leclerc Chapter 15 
Biblical: Isaiah 56-66; Joel; Jonah  
 

Dec. 2, 2026 Week 12: From Prophecy to Apocalyptic: Daniel; the Teacher of 
Righteousness 
Reading: Leclerc Chapter 16 
 
Biblical: Daniel 1-12 
 
Qumran: Check out 1QpHab Pesher Habakkuk 
http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/habakkuk 
 
An excerpt from 1QpHab Pesher Habakkuk will be on OWL/Brightspace 
 

Dec. 9, 2026 Week 13: Jesus and the Prophets 
This class will be a collaborative class in which students will briefly present 
their preliminary insights for Assignment #3 ahead of the due date.  

http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/habakkuk
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We will finish the semester with some wrap-up insights about the Prophets 
and an Advent treat.  

 
 

F. UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS AND SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
1. Academic Accommodations, Consideration for Absences  
  
ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION  
Accessibility Services works to ensure that academic programs are accessible to all students, and 
supports students who may have a condition related to, but not limited to, vision, hearing, 
mobility, different ways of learning, mental health, chronic illnesses, chronic pain, autism 
spectrum disorder, ADD/ADHD, and temporary conditions (beyond short-term academic 
consideration). Accessibility Services provides recommendations for accommodation based on 
medical documentation or psychological and cognitive assessment. The accommodation policy 
can be found here Academic Accommodation for Students with Disabilities. Information on 
Accessibility Services at King’s can be found here. St. Peter’s students who need 
accommodations must use these services rather than making individual accommodations with 
instructors. 
  
ACADEMIC CONSIDERATION FOR STUDENT ABSENCE 
Students are expected to attend every class.  In the event of a good reason for not attending (such 
as illness) you are required to contact the instructor of any class you miss and inform him or her 
of the reason.  It is not the responsibility of your instructors to find you and inquire about the 
reason for your absence.  Failure to do so will result in a meeting with the Dean of Studies. 
Longer absences, such as for medical reasons, should be reported to the Dean of Studies. 
 
You are expected to hand assignments in on time. Should circumstances require you to request an 
extension on an assignment, you should approach the instructor before the due date and make the 
request.  If the instructor agrees, you must fill out an extension form and submit it to the Dean of 
Studies.  The Dean will make forms available to all instructors.   
 
In order to satisfy course requirements a student must have a suitable attendance record and 
perform acceptable course work in assignments and examinations. Furthermore, a professor may 
penalize or fail a student for not meeting due dates for assignments. Failure to meet reasonable 
attendance requirements or to complete term assignments will result in a failure. The course must 
then be repeated.  
 
It is the responsibility of the student to organize his or her work so that the assignments are 
completed on time.  A penalty of 10% of the value of the assignment will be deducted for each 
day it is overdue without permission. 
 
Students who are unable to hand in assignments or take examinations for legitimate reasons must 
consult with the instructor.  If the reason is medical, students may be required to provide a note 
from a doctor. Ordinarily, all assignments and exams will be made up at a later date.  In certain 

https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-affairs/accessibility-services/
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-affairs/accessibility-services/
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circumstances, the final grading scheme may be re-weighted if the missed assignment is of a low 
weight. There are no supplemental examination privileges or extension dates beyond the last day 
of classes except in extreme circumstances. 
 

2. Support Services   
  
Accessibility, Counselling and Student Development at King’s University College:  
https://kings.uwo.ca/campus-life/student-supports/  
  
Students experiencing emotional or mental health distress can access services at King’s 
University College: https://kings.uwo.ca/campus-life/student-supports/  
  
Good2talk is a good online and phone 24/7 resource for students and is available in English, 
Mandarin, and French: https://good2talk.ca, 1-866-925-5454  
  
MentalHealth@Western provides a complete list of options about how to obtain help: 
https://www.uwo.ca/health/mental-health/index.html  
  
Academic Support Services at King’s University College: 
https://kings.uwo.ca/academics/academicsupports/  
 
These services are not meant to replace those offered at the Seminary but may be beneficial to 
our students after consultation with the appropriate instructors, administrators, and formators. 
 

3. Statement on Gender-Based Sexual Violence  
  
King’s (Western) is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based sexual violence (GBSV) 
and providing compassionate support to anyone who is going through or has gone through these 
traumatic events. If you are experiencing or have experienced GBSV (either recently or in the 
past), you will find information about support services for survivors, including emergency 
contacts at the following website: Mental Health and Wellness at King's - King's University 
College  
  
You can reach supports at Kings by emailing Care@kings.uwo.ca or calling 519-930-4640 to 
reach a Social Worker who can offer help.  
  
You can reach someone supports at Kings by emailing Care@kings.uwo.ca or calling 519-930-
4640 to reach a Case Manager/Social Worker who can offer help.  
  
You can also reach Western’s Gender-Based Violence & Survivor Support Case Manager by 
email  
(health@uwo.ca)  or by calling 519-661-3568. Additional support services can be found 
https://www.uwo.ca/health/gbsv/support/index.html   
  

4. Statement on Use of Electronic Devices   
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Use of Electronic Devices: Unless explicitly stated otherwise, you are not allowed to have a cell 
phone, or any other electronic device, with you during tests or examinations. Unauthorized 
possession of such a device during a test or examination constitutes an academic offence.   
  
Use of Laptops, Tablets, and Smartphones in the Classroom: St. Peter’s Seminary and King’s 
University College at Western University acknowledges the integration of new technologies and 
learning methods into the curriculum. The use of electronic devices such as laptop computers, 
tablets, or smartphones can contribute to student engagement and effective learning. At the same 
time, King’s recognizes that instructors and students share jointly the responsibility to establish 
and maintain a respectful classroom environment conducive to learning.   
  
The use of electronic devices by students during lectures, seminars, labs, etc., shall be for matters 
related to the course at hand only. Students found to be using electronic devices for purposes not 
directly related to the class may be subject to sanctions under the Student Code of Conduct; see  
https://kings.uwo.ca/sites/2025/assets/files/campus/Kings_Code_of_Student_Conduct.pdf  
  
Inappropriate use of electronics (e.g., laptops, tablets, smartphones) during lectures, seminars, 
labs, etc., creates a significant disruption. As a consequence, instructors may choose to limit the 
use of electronic devices in these settings. In addition, in order to provide a safe classroom 
environment, students attending in-person class sessions are strongly advised to operate laptops 
with batteries rather than power cords.   
  

5. Statement on Academic Offences   
  
St. Peter’s is committed to academic integrity. Scholastic offences are taken seriously and 
students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes 
a Scholastic Offence, is posted at  
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_offences.pdf . 
  
It is expected that students will submit work that is truly their own, completed without external 
assistance (human or artificial) except as explicitly permitted by the course instructor. Check with 
you instructor on what tools, including generative AI (ChatGPT, translation tools, grammar-
checking tools) are permitted in the course. Because a tool is permitted in one course, that does 
not mean it is permitted in other courses.  
 
Within this course, use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools (such as ChatGPT, Claude, 
Gemini, co-pilot, translation tools, and grammar-checking tools) is not permitted for written work 
submitted for evaluation. Unauthorized use of AI will be subject to academic discipline.  
     
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. 
Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of 
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).   

https://kings.uwo.ca/sites/2025/assets/files/campus/Kings_Code_of_Student_Conduct.pdf
https://kings.uwo.ca/sites/2025/assets/files/campus/Kings_Code_of_Student_Conduct.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_offences.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_offences.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.turnitin.com/
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Scholarly Citation: According to the policy adopted by the faculty of St. Peter’s Seminary, all 
citations, references and bibliographies in written assignments are to follow the formatting 
prescribed in the Chicago Manual of Style. Footnotes are to be used, rather than author-date 
references in the body of the text. Please review and consult the summary provided by Kenrick-
Glennon Seminary at https://www.kenrick.edu/wp-content/uploads/Guide-to-Academic-Papers-
and-Citations.pdf for further information. 
 

6. Copyright of Course Material   
  
Lectures and course materials, including PowerPoint presentations, tests, outlines, and similar 
materials are protected by copyright. Faculty members are the exclusive owner of copyright in 
those materials they create. Students may take notes and make copies for their own use. Students 
may not allow others to reproduce or distribute lecture notes and course materials publicly 
(whether or not a fee is charged) without the express written consent of a faculty member. 
Unauthorized sharing of class content is subject to academic discipline.  
  
Similarly, students own copyright in their own original papers and exam essays. If a faculty 
member wishes to post a student’s answers or papers on the course website, they should ask for 
the student’s written permission.    
   

7. Use of Recordings   
  
Participants in this course are not permitted to record the sessions, except where recording is an 
approved accommodation and/or the participant has the prior written permission of the instructor. 
Unauthorized recording and/or sharing of class content is subject to academic discipline.  
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