Ecclesiology and Mariology: Systematic Theology 5411A
St. Peter’s Seminary

Fall 2026
Wednesdays: 4:00-6:00 PM: Room 144

Instructor: Heejung Cho Ph.D.
Email: hcho256(@uwo.ca
Office Hours: by appointment

Each Christian and every community must discern the path that the Lord points out, but all of us
are asked to obey his call to go forth from our own comfort zone in order to reach all the
“peripheries” in need of the light of the Gospel.

Pope Francis, Evengelii Gaudium

A. Course description:

The Church is a living mystery, continually called to embody communion, sacrament, service,
and mission in a changing world. Through Scripture, Tradition, Vatican II, and contemporary
theology, this course explores different models of the Church, its historical development,
ecumenism, marginality, and the vocation of the laity. Students will encounter diverse visions of
the Church and consider how its identity and mission are illuminated by different voices,
cultures, and experiences. Mary will be explored not as a passive ideal, but as Theotokos,
disciple, and prototype of the Church. The course concludes by asking how synodality, cultural
diversity, marginality, and artificial intelligence invite the Church to discern its identity and
mission anew.

B. Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course, successful students will be able to:

- Explain key developments in Catholic Ecclesiology, especially in Lumen Gentium

- Analyze the theological relationship between Mary and the Church.

- Engage voices from contextual, and post-Vatican II theology in dialogue with classical
sources.

- Evaluate how ecclesiology and Mariology intersect with issues of authority, discipleship,
and inclusion.

- Reflect theologically on the Church’s identity and mission in changing pastoral, cultural,
and technological contexts.

- Develop a theologically grounded vision of the Church for pastoral and ministerial
practice.

C. Required Texts:

- Avery Dulles, S.J., Models of the Church, rev. ed. (New York: Doubleday, 1991).
Purchase available on Amazon: https://a.co/d/021uhAJ2




- Lumen Gentium, Documents of the Second Vatican Council:
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-
ii_const 19641121 lumen-gentium_en.html

- Avis, Paul, ed, The Oxford handbook of ecclesiology, 1st ed. (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2018). (Selected chapters) eBook available through UWO library: https://ocul-
uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/010CUL_UWO/f0kqif/alma991045375911305
163

- Maunder, Chris, ed, The Oxford handbook of Mary (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2019). (Selected chapters) eBook available through UWO library: https://ocul-
uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01OCUL_UWO/f0kqif/alma991045188687105
163

***All other assigned readings will be provided by the instructor on Brightspace.

D. Course Requirements

Flexible Format

This course meets in person, with flexibility when needed. In cases of severe weather, illness, or
unexpected situations, the class may shift onl/ine for the day. Students who cannot attend in
person for personal or health reasons may join virtually. Please let me know ahead of time if you
plan to join online.

Evaluation
Assessment Value Due Date
Class Participation 10 % Assessed throughout the course
Weekly Reading Quizzes 35% Weekly, at the beginning of class
Group Presentation 25% Group’s presentation day
Final In-Class Examination 30 % Dec 9, 2026

Participation (10%): Students are expected to attend each class and contribute actively,
thoughtfully, and respectfully. Participation includes engagement in class discussions, small-
group activities, responses to student presentations, and other in-class learning activities. The
quality and consistency of participation will be considered, rather than simply how often a
student speaks. Students should demonstrate familiarity with the assigned readings and
contribute to a collaborative learning environment.

Weekly Reading Quizzes (35%): Students will complete ten short reading quizzes throughout
the semester. Each quiz will be worth 5%. The three lowest quiz scores will be dropped, and the
remaining seven scores will count toward the final course grade, for a total of 35%.



Quizzes will normally take place at the beginning of class and will assess students’
understanding of the principal ideas, theological concepts, and arguments presented in the
assigned readings.

Group Presentation (25%): Beginning in Week 3, students will work in groups to prepare a 20-
minute presentation followed by a 10-minute class discussion based on the assigned topic and
readings. A sign-up sheet will be shared, and students will form their own groups. Where
possible, each group should include one seminary student.

Each group should explain the main theological ideas, engage critically with the readings, and
connect the topic to the life and mission of the Church today. Groups must also prepare questions
and lead the 10-minute discussion.

The grade will consist of:
- Group Presentation and Discussion: 20%, based on theological content, engagement with
the readings, clarity, critical reflection, application, and discussion facilitation.
- Individual Leadership or Contribution: 5%. Seminary students will be assessed on their
leadership in the preparation, presentation, and discussion. Other students will be
assessed on their individual contribution to these areas.

Final In-Class Examination (30%): The final examination will take place during the regularly
scheduled class on Wednesday, December 9, 2026. It will be a written, closed-book examination,
completed in class by hand. Students may not use books, notes, phones, computers, or other
electronic devices.

Students will be given a selection of essay questions (5-6 questions) and will choose three
questions to answer. The examination will assess their ability to explain, compare, and integrate
the principal theological concepts, readings, and discussions explored throughout the course.
The goal is not to summarize course material but to show personal integration, critical reflection,
and constructive vision for the Church today.

E. Structure of Classes

Classes will normally begin with a 10-minute reading quiz followed by a brief debrief. This will
be followed by a 20-minute group presentation and a 10-minute student-led discussion. After a
10-minute break, the class will continue with a mini-lecture, full-class discussion, and other
learning activities. The structure may be adjusted depending on the topic and the needs of the
class. Class will conclude promptly at 5:50 p.m. to accommodate the seminary schedule,
including the seminarians’ fixed dinner and communal prayer commitments. A 10-minute
break will be provided during each class.



TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

Week | Date Topic Guiding Question
1 Sept 9, 2026 Welcome & Introduction: What do we mean when we speak of “the
What Is Ecclesiology? Church™?
2 Sept 16, 2026 Ecclesiology in New How does the New Testament shape our
Testament: The Church as understanding of the Church as
Mystical Communion communion?
3 Sept 23, 2026 Historical Development: When does ecclesial authority serve
Institution, Authority, and communion, and when does it control?
Ministry
4 Sept 29, 2026 The People of God: The What does it mean for the Church to be
(TUE) Church as Herald and the People of God?
Moved to Tuedue | Missionary Community
to Truth and
Reconciliation day
5 Oct 7, 2026 The Church as Sacrament: How is the Church a sacrament of God’s
Laity, Incarnation, and presence and mission in the world?
Mission
6 Oct 14, 2026 Reading Week No Class
7 Oct 21, 2026 The Church of Marginality: How might service and the experiences of
The Church as Servant marginalized communities transform the
Church?
8 Oct 28, 2026 The Church and the Churches: | How can the Catholic Church recognize
Ecumenism and Ecclesial other Christian traditions as truly ecclesial
Identity while remaining faithful to its own
identity?
9 Nov 4, 2026 Mary and the Church as How does Mary’s role in the Incarnation
Incarnation shape the Church’s presence in the world?
10 Nov 11, 2026 Mary, Mother of God How does Mary, Mother of God and
(Theotokos), and Vatican II prototype of the Church, reveal the
Church’s true identity?
11 Nov 18, 2026 Contemporary Mariology: How can Mary be reclaimed as a
Mary, Women’s Voices, and liberating figure for women and
the Church marginalized communities?
12 Nov 25, 2026 Synodal Listening: Mary as a Who is still not being heard when the
Model for Synodality Church calls itself synodal, and what
would Mary’s listening require the
Church to change?
13 Dec 2, 2026 The Church in the Age of What kind of Church are we called to be
Artificial Intelligence: Human | in the age of artificial intelligence?
Dignity, Communion, and
Mission
14 Dec 9, 2026 Final In-Class Examination




** Please note: Specific readings and assigned page ranges are subject to change. Any
revisions will be communicated to students in advance.

**%* All readings outside textbooks will be shared on Brightspace.

**%% Students are expected to complete all required readings. Recommended readings are
optional and are provided for students who wish to explore the topic further.

Week 1: Sept 9, 2026 - No required reading
Welcome & Introduction: What Is Ecclesiology?
Recommended reading:
Avery Dulles, S.J., Models of the Church, (New York: Doubleday, 1987). Introduction and Ch.1
Lumen Gentium §§1-4
The Oxford Handbook of Ecclesiology: Ch 1 “Introduction to Ecclesiology” by Paul Avis
- Introduction & Syllabus
- Class expectation, culture and norms
- Contextual background of this course

Week 2: Sept 16, 2026

Ecclesiology in the New Testament: The Church as Mystical Communion

Required reading:

Dulles, Models of the Church: Chapter 3, “The Church as Mystical Communion”

Lumen Gentium §§5-8

John D. Dadosky, “Who/What is/are the Church(es)?”” Heythrop Journal 52/5 (2011), pp. 785-
801.

Recommended reading:

The Oxford Handbook of Ecclesiology: Ch. 6 “The Church in the General Epistles” by Gerald
O’Collins

Frank J. Matera: “Theologies of the Church in the New Testament,” in The Gift of the Church
(ed. Phan), pp. 3-21.

Michael B. Thompson, “Romans 12:1-2 and Paul’s vision for Worship” in 4 Vision for the
Church: Studies in Early Christian Ecclesiology in Honour of J.P.M. Sweet. pp. 121-132.

Week 3: Sept 23, 2026

Historical Development: From Fathers to Reformation

Required reading:

Dulles, Models of the Church, Chapter 2, “The Church as Institution”

Lumen Gentium §§18-29

John P. Galvin, “Salvation Outside the Church” in Phan’s. The Gift of the Church, pp. 249-266.
(PDF p. 256-273)

Recommended reading:

Dulles, Models of the Church, Chapter 10, “Ecclesiology and Ministry”

The Oxford Handbook of Ecclesiology: Ch. 12. “Roman Catholic Ecclesiology from the Council
of Trent to Vatican II and Beyond” by Ormond Rush



Eric Plumer, “The Development of Ecclesiology: Early Church to the Reformation.” in Phan’s.
The Gift of the Church, pp. 23-44.

Week 4: Sept 29, 2026 (TUE: changed due to Truth and Reconciliation Day)

The People of God: The Church as Herald and Missionary Community

Required reading:

Dulles, Models of the Church, Ch. 5. “The Church as Herald”

Lumen Gentium, §§ 9-17

Veli-Matti Karkkdinen, “The Church as the People of God: Roman Catholic Ecclesiology” in An
Introduction to Ecclesiology: Historical, Global and Interreligious Perspectives.
(Downers Grove: IVP press, 2021), pp. 29-42.

Recommended reading:

The Oxford Handbook of Ecclesiology: Ch. 19. “Karl Rahner” by Richard Lennan

Rahner, Karl. 1979. “Towards a Fundamental Theological Interpretation of Vatican I1.”
Theological Studies (Baltimore) 40 (4): 716-27.

John D. Dadosky “Towards a Fundamental RE-Interpretation of Vatican I1.” Heythrop Journal,
49 (September, 2008): 742—763.

Week 5: Oct 7, 2026

The Church as Sacrament: Laity, Incarnation, and Mission

Required reading:

Dulles, Models of the Church, Ch. 4, “The Church as Sacrament”

Lumen Gentium, §§ 30-38

Edward Schillebeeckx, Christ the Sacrament of the Encounter with God, (Selected chapter on the
Church as the sacrament of the risen Christ)

Recommended Readings:
The Oxford Handbook of Ecclesiology: Ch. 18 “Henri de Lubac” by Gabriel Flynn

Week 6: Oct 14, 2026 — Reading Week (NO CLASS)
Reading Week: No class or required readings

Week 7: Oct 21, 2026

The Church of Marginality: The Church as Servant

Required reading:

Dulles, Models of the Church, Ch. 6. The Church as Servant

Jung Young Lee, Marginality: The Key to Multicultural Theology (Minneapolis: Fortress Press,
1995) Ch. 4

Lumen Gentium, §§ 39-47

Recommended Readings:

Evangelii Gaudium §§ 20-49

The Oxford Handbook of Ecclesiology: Ch. 26 “Liberation Ecclesiologies with Special
Reference to Latin America” by Michelle A. Gonzalez and Ch. 27 “Asian Ecclesiologies”
by Simon Chan



Week 8: Oct 28, 2026

The Church and the Churches: Ecumenism and Ecclesial Identity

Required reading:

Dulles, Models of the Church, Chapter 8, “The True Church” and Chapter 9, “The Church and
the Churches”

Second Vatican Council, Unitatis Redintegratio. Selected sections

Lumen Gentium, §§ 8

Recommended reading:
The Oxford Handbook of Ecclesiology: Ch. 20 “Joseph Ratzinger” by Theodor Dieter

Week 9: Nov 4, 2026

Mary and the Church as Incarnation

Required reading:

Saint Augustine, Essential Sermons: The Works of Saint Augustine, A Translation for the 21*'
Century. trans. Edmund Hill OP (New York: New City Press, 2007), Sermons 184, 187,
189, pp. 444-459.

Lumen Gentium, §§ 48-59

Frederick M. Jelly, “Mary and the Church” in Phan’s The Gift of the Church, pp. 435-458

Recommended Reading:

The Oxford Handbook of Mary: Ch. 24 “The Annunciation from Luke to the Enlightenment: A
Cultural History” by Gary Waller

Karl Rahner, Mary Mother of the Lord: Theological Meditations, (New York: Herder and
Herder, 1963)

Week 10: Nov 11, 2026

Mary, Mother of God (Theotokos), and Vatican 11

Required Reading:

Lumen Gentium, §§ 60-65

The Oxford Handbook of Mary: Ch. 4 “The Virgin as Theotokos at Ephesus (AD 431) and
Earlier” by Richard Price

The Oxford Handbook of Mary: Ch. 32, “Mariology at and after the Second Vatican Council” by
Arthur B. Calkins

Recommended reading:

Peter Joseph Fritz, “Karl Rahner’s Marian ‘Minimalism’” in Mary on the Eve of the Second
Vatican Council. Eds. John C. Cavadini and Danielle M. Peters (Notre Dame: University
of Notre Dame Press, 2017), pp. 139-156.

Manfred Hauke, “The Divine Maternity of Mary” in Introduction to Mariology. trans. Richard
Chonak (Washington DC: The Catholic University of America Press, 2021), pp. 139-171

Week 11: Nov 18, 2026
Contemporary Mariology: Mary, Women’s Voices, and the Church
Required reading:




Lumen Gentium, §§ 60-65

Elizabeth Johnson, “A Modest Proposal: From Transcendent symbol to Historical Person” in
Truly Our Sister: A Theology of Mary in the Communion of Saints, (New York:
Continuum, 2004), pp. 95-113

The Oxford Handbook of Mary: Ch. 36 “Marian Piety and Gender: Marian Devotion and the
‘Feminization’ of Religion” by Tine Van Osselaer

Recommended reading:
The Oxford Handbook of Mary: Ch. 25 “Mary, Gender, and the English Reformation” by
Stephen Bates

Week 12: Nov 25, 2026

Synodal Listening: Mary as a Model for Synodality

Required Reading:

Josephine Lombardi, Marian Approaches to Synodality (New Y ork: Paulist Press, 2024) Ch. 6,
Dulles, Models of the Church, Chapter 11, “The Church and Revelation”

Recommended Reading:

The Oxford Handbook of Mary: Ch. 1, “Mary and the Gospel Narratives” by Chris Maunder

Theresa Gardner, “The ‘Synodal Process’ and the North American Reception of Vatican II on
Women in the Church” in The Legacy and Limits of Vatican Il in an Age of Crisis. eds.
Catherine E. Clifford, Kristin M. Colberg, Massimo Faggioli, and Edward P. Hahnenberg
(Collegeville, Minnesota: Liturgical Press Academic, 2025) pp. 163-178.

Frank Ronge, ed. Universal Church in Motion: Synodal Paths (New York: Paulist Press, 2024),
Part I. Synodality, pp. 3-39.

Week 13: Dec 2, 2026

The Church in the Age of Artificial Intelligence: Human Dignity, Communion, and Mission
Required reading:

Magnifica Humanitas: Selected sections

Antiqua et Nova

Recommended Reading:

Dario Amodei, “Machines of Loving Grace: How Al Could Transform the World for the Better”
(2024), selected sections.

Dario Amodei, “The Adolescence of Technology” (2026), selected sections.

Sam Altman, “The Gentle Singularity” (2025), selected sections.

Week 14: Dec 9, 2026 - Final In-Class Examination
No required reading



F. UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS AND SUPPORT SERVICES

Students are responsible for knowing the University’s academic policies and regulations and any
particularities of their own course of study. Ignorance of these policies is not an excuse for any
violation thereof. The following policies are particularly important to note:

Accommeodations for Tests/Examinations: Academic Accommodation

Students with disabilities work with Accessibility Services which provides recommendations for
accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and cognitive testing. The
accommodation policy can be found here
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disa

bilities.pdf

Students are responsible for seeking accommodation with appropriate documentation, prior to
writing tests/examinations, if they are of the view that their performance may be affected by
extenuating circumstances.

All students requiring academic accommodations for tests and examinations must use the
services offered through King’s University College.

How to Request Academic Accommodation — King’s Students:

https://www .kings.uwo.ca/current- students/courses-enrolment/exams-and-tests/medical-
accommodation/

Accommodation for Religious/Spiritual Observances

Students must notify instructors of the need for accommodation at least two weeks in advance of
the date of recognized religious/spiritual observance. Please see the University-approved list of
recognized religious and spiritual observances:
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo

For accommodations for religious/spiritual observances not listed by the University, students
should consult with Academic Advising.

For Western University policy on Consideration for Student Absence, see
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration.pdf

For the Student Medical Certificate (SMC), see:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf

Scholastic Offences: Scholastic offences are taken seriously, and students are directed to read
the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the
following web site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf

Academic Integrity: Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the
appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the



following Web site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad .pdf

Class-specific policy on AI. Within this course, Al tools such as Chat GPT are permitted
exclusively for information gathering or preliminary research purposes. If Al tools are used,
students must acknowledge their use and state how the tool was used. Unauthorized use of Al
will be subject to academic discipline.

Notice of Turnitin: All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity
review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the
detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source
documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers
subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement,
currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com
(http://www.turnitin.com). Please note that Turnitin analysis now includes Al detection.

Copyright regarding Course Material: Lectures and course materials, including PowerPoint
presentations, tests, outlines, and similar materials are protected by copyright. Faculty Members
are the exclusive owners of copyright in those materials they create. Students may take notes and
make copies for their own use. Students may not allow others to reproduce or distribute lecture
notes and course materials publicly (whether or not a fee is charged) without the express written
consent of a Faculty Member. Similarly, students own copyright in their own original papers and
exam essays. If a faculty member is interested in posting a student’s answers or papers on the
course website, he/she should ask for the student’s written permission. (Commercial use of
Course material - http://umd.edu/legal/commercial.html)

Scholarly Citation: According to the policy adopted by the faculty of St. Peter’s Seminary, all
citations, references, and bibliographies in written assignments are to follow the formatting
prescribed in the Chicago Manual of Style. Footnotes are to be used, rather than author-date
references in the body of the text. Please review and consult the summary provided by Kenrick-
Glennon Seminary at https://www.kenrick.edu/wp-content/uploads/Guide-to-Academic-Papers-
and-Citations.pdf for further information.

Submission of Assignments: It is the responsibility of the student to organize his or her work so
that the assignments are completed on time. A penalty of 10% of the value of the assignment will
be deducted for each day it is overdue without permission.

Students who are unable to hand in assignments or take examinations for legitimate reasons must
consult with the instructor. If the reason is medical, students may be required to provide a note
from a doctor. Ordinarily, all assignments and exams will be made up at a later date. In certain
circumstances, the final grading scheme may be re-weighted if the missed assignment is of a low
weight.

Selection and Registration of Courses: Students are responsible for ensuring that their
selection of courses is appropriate and accurately recorded, that all prerequisite course(s) have
been successfully completed, and that they are aware of any anti-requisite course(s) that they
have taken.
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Classroom Conduct: Students are expected to conduct themselves with respect for everyone

and with professionalism in all classroom activities. Laptops and other electronic devices may be

used for classroom academic activities only. The use of such devices must always be in accord
with the common good of the whole learning community as specified by the instructor. The
instructor may choose at any time to limit their use for instructional purposes or because of the
disruptive use of such devices.

You are not allowed to have a cell phone, or any other electronic device, with you during tests or

examinations.

Support Services:

Accessibility, Counselling, and Student Development at King’s University College:
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-services/

Students experiencing emotional or mental health distress can access services at King’s
University College:
http://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/campus-services/student-support-services/personal-

counselling/

MentalHealth@Western provides a complete list of options about how to obtain help:
https://www.uwo.ca/health/mental wellbeing/

Academic Support Services at King’s University College: https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-
students/academic-resources/

King’s is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and providing
compassionate support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic events. If you have
experienced sexual or gender- based violence (either recently or in the past), you will find
information about support services for survivors, including emergency contacts at:
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/about-kings/safe-campus/gender-and-sexual- violence/

Students can connect with King’s Campus and Community Social Worker (Emily Carrothers):
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-affairs/campus-and-community-social-
worker/ See also https://www.uwo.ca/health/student support/survivor_support/get-help.html
University Students’ Council offers many valuable support services for students, including the
health insurance plan: http://westernusc.ca/services/
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